BC Aquaculture Management Framework
IMAP, Conditions of Licence and Management Framework
Strategic Questions for First Nations, Industry, &
Stakeholders

Fall Consultations 2011

The department of Fisheries and Oceans Canada (DFO) plans to initiate the development
of Integrated Management of Aquaculture Plans (IMAPs) to assist in structuring the
management framework for aquaculture in British Columbia. These will include IMAPs
for marine finfish and shelifish in 2012, followed by freshwater. IMAPs are intended to
outline the framework and objectives for management related to each type of aquaculture.
DFQ intends to take a phased approach to development and implementation of the
IMAPs, with initial discussions about the governance, structure and content of IMAPs
taking place in 2011and 2012 and the marine finfish and shellfish plans being completed
in 2012.
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There are many items in the draft IMAPs which will require discussion and consultation
among governments, First Nations, industry, and stakeholders. Some may be things that
can be completed within the next year, but likely other issues will need to be tackled over
a longer period of time. '

This document is intended to help facilitate dialogue and to solicit input into the process
for developing IMAPs, and to seck input on the proposed outline of the IMAP documents
themselves (including backgrounders). Additional opportunities for review and
consultation of the draft IMAPs will be provided over the course of the next year.

As a part of the development of IMAPs, DFO’s goal is to design advisory processes
which will support groups working together toward continuous adaptive management and
ongoing improvements in aquaculture management.

Question #1:
a) How do you think DFO should bring together the key groups with interests
related to aquaculture in ovder to develop effective advisory processes?

QOuestion #2:
a) How do you see yourself engaging most effectively in advisory processes for
aquaculture?
b} How should advisory processes could be structured in the most effective,
efficient and cost-efficient manner?

BC Aquaculture Management Framework
Strategic Questions Document Page 2




Question #3:
a} How should discussions about IMAP development take place over the next
year?
b) Do you prefer the opportunity to read and respond to materials, public
meetings, meetings with associations/ councils, or technical discussions?
¢} Do you prefer to have DFO discuss these items with your interest group one-
on-one or in multi-stakeholder meetings?

To be consistent with other Integrated Fisheries Management Plans, DFO is considering
building the core IMAPs to be ‘evergreen’ documerits (to provide information that will
stay current for a number of years). The evergreen IMAPs would structure a way to
identify management issues and associated objectives/actions and evaluative criteria.
These may be focussed on both a coast-wide and smaller area scale.
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Question #4:

a) Do you feel that that there are any gaps in the management framework at
present that should be addressed through the IMAP (and backgrounders),
which are not included in the draft materials?

DFO is committed to implementing an ecosystem approach to management and
acknowledges the importance of engaging people and developing plans at a scale smaller
than that of the Pacific coast. Within the Pacific Region, DFO anticipates working in
cooperation with First Nations, industry, and other stakeholders to develop Area-Based
Operational Plans. These plans may relate to local issues and would involve
engagement at a more local scale. For example, Area-Based Operational Plans could
bring together objectives related to an ecosystem approach, adaptive management, and
First Nations/ community engagement in siting, management, science/local knowledge
and enforcement. Determination of what an appropriate scale would be for these efforts
would be a part of work to take place as the IMAP is developed.

Question #5:
a) How can development of areas play a role in the effective management of
aquaculture in B.C.? ,
b) What criteria could be used to develop the area management scale?
c) What scale (how large or small) should areas be?
d) What management functions are best undertaken at the area scale?
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Questioni#6:
a) Do you have any initial thoughts about the type of Management Issues that
should be a priovity for discussion under the IMAP framework?

Thank you for your participation.

Please submit your completed response in order for us to include your comments in the
Conditions of Licence for next year. We¢ are always interested in your input — any
comments on the IMAPs, Conditions of Licence and Management Approaches can be
forwarded to us at any time. We will review and consider any information that you
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provide to us as a part of the overall planning process. Your response can be submitted

by:
e-mail: IMAPS@dfo-mpo.gc.ca

mail: Fisheries and Oceans Canada
¢/o Gabrielle Kosmider
1965 Island Diesel Way
Nanaimo, BC V9S8 5W8

fax: (250) 949-6755

For more information on marine finfish IMAPs please contact Brenda McCorquodale at
(250) 949-6434 in Port Hardy. For more information on shellfish IMAPs please contact

Gabriclle Kosmider at (250) 754-0404 in Nanaimo.
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