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ASSOCIATION OF VANCOUVER ISLAND  
AND COASTAL COMMUNITIES 

 
64TH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING & CONVENTION 

APRIL 12-14, 2013            SOOKE, BC 
 

Morning Pre-Conference Program 
 
8:00 – 9:45 am Pre-Conference Registration (Grand Foyer) 
 
8:30 am-Noon Pre-Conference Program 
 Private Forest Land Breakfast (Otter Point/Otter Spirit Salon) 
 Study Tour of the T’Sou-ke Nation Solar Project 
 Study Tour of the Charters River Salmon Interpretive Centre 
 
12-30-4:00 pm Registration (Grand Foyer) 
 
1:00 – 7:30 pm Mini Marketplace & Tradeshow - (Marketplace Tent) 
 
 
AGM & Convention Main Program – (Oceanfront Grand Ballroom) 
 
2:00 pm Official Opening 
 Piper – Pipe Major Angus Stanfield of the Sooke Pipes and Drums 
 Convention Opening Remarks – President Joe Stanhope 
 O Canada – Janet McTavish 
 Welcome and Blessing – Chief Gordon Planes, T’Sou-ke First Nation 
 Welcome from Host Community – A/Mayor Kerrie Reay 
 Convention Program Overview – President Joe Stanhope 
  
2:30 pm Nominating Committee Report, President Joe Stanhope 
 
2:35 pm Palmer on Politics - Vaughn Palmer, Vancouver Sun’s Provincial Affairs Political Columnist 
 
3:35 pm Refreshment Break (Grand Foyer and Marketplace) 
 
3:55 pm Address by The Honourable Ida Chong, Minister of Aboriginal Relations and Reconciliation  
 
4:20 pm Nominations from the Floor for Officers 
 Candidate Speeches (as necessary) 
 
4:25 pm Let’s Talk Finance Workshop 
 
5:25 pm Final Comments and Wrap-Up 
 Draw for Prestige Oceanfront Resort Gift Package:  Premier Ocean View Room with Gift 

Certificates from Mix by Ric’s and the Ocean Palm Spa 
 Must Be Present To Win 
 
5:30 pm Adjourn 
 
5:30-7:30 pm Welcome Reception – (Grand Foyer, Veranda, Patio and Marketplace Tent)  

FRIDAY, APRIL 12, 2013 
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The Marketplace Tent is Open from 8:00 am to 3:00 pm Today! 

7:15-8:15 am Delegates Networking Continental Breakfast (French Beach Salon) 
 
7:30-8:15 am The Community Carbon Marketplace Working Breakfast (Otter Point Salon/Orca Spirit Salon) 
 
8:00-8:30 am Voting for Table Officers (As Necessary) (Grand Foyer) 
 
8:30 am Opening Remarks 
 
8:35 am Annual Meeting 
 Adoption of Conference Rules and Procedures 
 Adoption of Minutes of 2012 Annual General Meeting 
 President’s Address and Annual Report 
 Adoption of the 2012 Audited Financial Statements 
 Appointment of Auditors 
 Appointment of Scrutineers 
 Appointment of Parliamentarian 
 2014 AGM & Convention Location 
 
8:45 am Address by UBCM President - Mayor Mary Sjostrom, Ciy of Quesnel 
 
9:05 am Review of Resolution Procedures  
 
9:10 am Consideration of Resolutions 
 
10:00 am Refreshment Break (Grand Foyer & Marketplace Tent) 
 
10:20 am Resolutions, Continued 
 
11:20 am Nominating Committee Report  
 Nominations from the floor for Directors at Large 
 Candidate speeches (as necessary) 
 
11:40 am Update on the Gas Operating Agreement Renewal Process - Gord Schoberg, Senior Manager, 

Municipal Relations, FortisBC Energy Inc.  
  
12:00 noon Delegates Luncheon  
  
12:45-1:30 pm Elections for Director at Large (Grand Foyer) 

 
Concurrent Workshops 
 
1:30-2:30 pm The Place of Genetic Engineering in Agriculture (Otter Point Salon/Orca Spirit Salon) 
 Fibre Supply and the Future of the BC Coastal Forest Industry and Benefits of Community Forests 

(French Beach Salon) 
 Electronic Council/Board Agendas (Harbour View Room – Lobby Level) 
 
2:30-3:00 pm Refreshment Break (Grand Foyer & Marketplace Tent) 
 
3:00-4:00 pm World-Leading Spill Response—Are We Ready? (Otter Point Salon/Orca Spirit Salon) 
  Sea Level Rise (French Beach Salon) 
 BC Hydro Operations and Planning  (Harbour View Room – Lobby Level) 
 
4:00 pm Tour of the MJ Green –  WCMRC’s New Oil Spill Response Vessel – Sooke Harbour 

Marina (Marina immediately to the right of the Prestige Hotel when facing the water) 
 
6:00-10:30 pm Reception and Annual Banquet (Grand Foyer, Marketplace Tent & Oceanfront Grand Ballroom) 
 6:15 pm Reception 
 7:00 pm Buffet Dinner  
 8:15 pm Short Program  
 8:45 pm Entertainment & Dancing Provided by the Sooke Philharmonic Orchestra  

SATURDAY, APRIL 13, 2013 
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7:15-8:15 am Delegates Networking Hot Breakfast (French Beach Salon) 
 
7:30-8:15 am The Natural City – A Sustainable Future for Cities and Towns Working Breakfast (Otter Point 

Salon/Orca Spirit Salon) 
 
8:30 am Opening Remarks 
 Nominating Committee Report  
 Nominations from the Floor for Electoral Area Representative 
 Candidate Speeches (as necessary) 
 
8:35 am Consideration of Resolutions and Late Resolutions 
 
9:45 am MLA John Horgan, Critic for Energy, Mines and Petroleum Resources 
 
10:15-10:45 am Elections for Electoral Area Representative as Necessary (Grand Foyer) 
 
10:15-10:45 am Refreshment Break (Grand Foyer) 
 
10:45 am More Than A Pretty Beach – Ramona C. de Graaf, Marine Biologist and Executive Director, 

Coastal Conservation Institute of BC and Ann Kjerulf, Planner with the Cowichan Valley 
Regional District 

 
11:45 am Final Business Session 
 Nominating Committee Report (as required) 
 Installation of New Executive 
 Remarks by President Elect  
 Grand Prize Draws - Must Be Present To Win 

• Inside Passage Cruise Aboard BC Ferries 
 
Noon Adjourn 
 
 

THANK YOU TO OUR HOSTS 
AND THEIR COMMUNITY PARTNERS 

Special thanks are extended to the District of Sooke for hosting the 
2013 AGM & Convention.  AVICC Executive and staff wish to thank 
the host community for making the Convention a great west coast 
experience.   

Thank you as well to the Best Western Prestige Oceanfront Resort, 
the T’Sou-ke Nation, the Juan de Fuca Salmon Restoration Society, 
the Capital Regional District and Sooke’s many community partners 
for your contributions. 
 

 
 

 

SUNDAY, APRIL 14, 2013 

 
Direct to You:  News and Information from UBCM 
 
Get the latest local government news delivered direct to your home computer or mobile 
phone.  The Compass provides a weekly update on the issues that matter to BC's local 
governments.  Know what's happening as it happens.  Enter your email address at 
www.ubcm.ca to subscribe today. 
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Hours 
Friday - 1:00 to 7:30 pm 

Saturday – 8:00 am to 3:00 pm 
 

Locations 
Marketplace Tent & Grand Foyer 

 

BC Hydro 

BC Lottery Corporation 

BC Transit 

FortisBC Energy Inc. 

ICBC 

Mining Association of BC and Association for Mineral Exploration BC 

Private Forest Landowners Association 

Tourism Vancouver Island 

Vancouver Island Economic Alliance 

Vancouver Island Health Authority 

Vancouver Island Spine Trail Association 

Vancouver Island University 

Western Forest Products 
  

MINI MARKETPLACE & TRADE SHOW 

INTERNET SERVICE 
 

THE PRESTIGE OCEANFRONT RESORT IS EQUIPPED WITH WIFI. 
 

MAIN FLOOR LOGIN:  PRESTIGE 
PASSWORD:  PRESTIGETHREE 

   
CONVENTION CENTRE LOGIN:  BW_MEETING 

PASSWORD:  BWMEETING 
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We wish to thank the following sponsors for their contribution toward the 2013 AVICC AGM & 
Convention: 

 FortisBC Energy Inc. (Saturday Delegate Luncheon) 

 BC Hydro (Delegate Gifts) 

 Mining Association of BC & Association for Mineral Exploration BC  
 (Co-sponsors of the Annual Banquet Dinner) 

 BC Lottery Corporation (Welcome Reception) 

 Municipal Finance Authority (Gold Level General Sponsor) 

 Vancouver Island University (Annual Banquet Entertainment) 

 Vancouver Island Health Authority (Saturday Pre-Banquet Reception) 

 Municipal Insurance Association (Sunday Morning Hot Breakfast) 

 ICBC (Saturday Morning Breakfast) 

 Private Forest Landowners, Timberwest and Island Timberlands  
 (Friday Pre-Conference Breakfast; Saturday Morning Refreshment Break) 

 Western Forest Products (Bronze Level General Sponsor) 

 KPMG (Friday Afternoon Refreshment Break) 

 Shaw Communications (Partner Programs) 

 BC Transit & Victoria Regional Transit Commission (Transportation) 

 BC Ferry Services Inc. (Grand Prize Award) 

 Lorena P.D. Staples Law Corporation (Services of Parliamentarian) 

 
 

THANK YOU TO OUR DOOR PRIZE DONORS  
AND OTHER LOCAL COMMUNITY SUPPORTERS 

Contributors 
Brenda Parkinson, Mayor’s Public Advisory 
Panel on the Arts and Beautification 
Sandi Jarvis 
 
Welcome Reception/Gala 
Janet McTavish & Friends 
Sooke Region Chamber of Commerce 
Sooke Philharmonic Orchestra 
Sooke Pipes and Drums 
T’sou-ke First Nation 
 
Parking/Shuttle Volunteers 
Sooke Lions Club 
Holy Trinity Church 
Sooke Classical Boating Society 
Baptist Church 
SEAPARC  
 

Prizes/Gifts 
Tugwell Creek Honey Farm and Meadery 
Sooke Region Historical Society 
SEAFLORA 
A Sea of Bloom Floral Designs 
Prestige Oceanfront Resort and Ocean Palm Spa – 
self-guided tour draw prize and Friday afternoon 
draw 
E-Fish-Ent Fish Co. Ltd. 
People's Drug Mart 
Sooke Fine Art Gallery 
 
Partners Tours 
SEAFLORA 
Maywell Wickheim 
Sun River Community Gardens (Phoebe Dunbar) 
Sooke Arts Council 
 

 

OUR  SPONSORS 
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Keynote Address - Palmer on Politics  
Mixing wit and humour with insight his talk is an up-to-the-minute update on the current state of affairs 
in our political scene. 
 
Vaughn Palmer’s hard-hitting columns have seen him cover the feats and follies of British Columbia’s 
premiers for more than 25 years. 
 
An award winning journalist, Palmer is the Vancouver Sun’s provincial political columnist, a legislative 
correspondent for Global Television and host of the weekly program Voice of BC on Shaw TV and a 
regular commentator on a radio station CKNW in Vancouver and on station KUOW in Seattle. 
 
Palmer is a recipient of the Hyman Solomon Award for excellence in public policy journalism and a co-
recipient of the Jack Webster award for reporting. 
 
Political Speakers 
 
UBCM President, Quesnel Mayor Mary Sjostrom 
Mary Sjostrom became the 2012 - 2013 UBCM President at the Annual Convention in Victoria, BC on 
Friday, September 28, 2012. Mayor Sjostrom is in her second term as Mayor of the City of Quesnel, 
following three terms as City Councillor, and has served eight years on the UBCM Executive.  
 
During her service on the UBCM Executive, Mayor Sjostrom has been involved in the following 
groups:  Presidents Committee; Chair, Community Economic Development Committee; Chair, 
Convention Committee; Chair, Local Government Leadership Academy; and UBCM Liaison on Off-
Road Vehicles Advisory Group. 

 
Mayor Sjostrom has also gained much experience through her responsibilities as a member of council 
and more recently Mayor of the City of Quesnel:  First Nations Relations; Cariboo Regional District 
Board Director; Vice-Chair, Cariboo-Chilcotin Regional Hospital District/CRD; Cariboo-Chilcotin Beetle 
Action Coalition Board Member; Cariboo-Chilcotin/Lillooet Regional Advisory Committee member; 
Quesnel Community & Economic Development member, Minister's Council on Employment for 
Persons with Disabilities and Director, BC Transit Board. 
 
Mayor Sjostrom's love for her community, the region and the province ensures that she cares about 
her work, her colleagues and the people she represents and works with. She embraces challenges 
while remaining positive and upbeat throughout even the most difficult circumstances. She offers her 
experience, knowledge and dedication to the Union of British Columbia Municipalities Executive as 
President. 
 
The Honourable Ida Chong, MLA for Oak Bay-Gordon Head and Minister of Aboriginal 
Relations and Reconciliation 
Ida Chong was appointed Minister of Aboriginal Relations and Reconciliation on September 5, 2012. 
Her previous cabinet portfolios include Minister of Community, Sport and Cultural Development, 
Minister of Science and Universities, Minister of Regional, Economic and Skills Development, Healthy 
Living and Sport, Small Business, Technology and Economic Development, Minister Responsible for 
the Asia-Pacific Initiative, Minister of Community Services, Minister of Advanced Education and 
Minister of State for Women’s and Seniors’ Services. In addition to her role as Minister, she also 
served on the Cabinet Committee for Climate Action and B.C.’s Treasury Board.  

A native of greater Victoria, Ida has represented her constituency of Oak Bay-Gordon Head since she 
first entered provincial politics in 1996. During her first term at the legislature she was the Official 
Opposition critic in a number of areas, including critic for Small Business and Deputy Critic of Finance. 
She was re-elected to represent the riding of Oak Bay-Gordon Head in 2009. 

SESSION DESCRIPTORS AND SPEAKER BIOS 
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Ida has been involved in her community for years, volunteering for a number of not-for-profit groups 
and serving as municipal councilor for the District of Saanich, from 1993-1996.  For nearly 20 years, 
she was senior partner in an accounting practice based in Saanich, catering to small and medium 
sized enterprises. While no longer in active practice, she proudly retains her credentials as a Certified 
General Accountant, having won a number of awards for her work in this field, including being named 
in 2006 a Fellow of the Certified General Accountants Association of Canada, a national designation 
for exemplary service. 

John Horgan, MLA for Juan de Fuca, House Leader and Opposition Critic for Energy, Mines 
and Petroleum Resources 
John Horgan was elected on May 17, 2005. He was re-elected on May 12, 2009.  He is the House 
Leader and Critic for Energy, Mines and Petroleum Resources. 
 
John was born and raised in Victoria. He attended Trent University in Ontario and received a Bachelor 
of Arts degree. He then moved to Australia and completed a Master of Arts degree at Sydney 
University. A former long time public servant, John began his career working in the House of 
Commons. He returned to British Columbia in the 1990's to work for the Harcourt government. 
 
In 2001, John, with his partners, started a management and research consulting company.  John and 
his wife Ellie have two sons who are both recent graduates of the University of Victoria. 
 
Working Breakfasts 
 
The Community Carbon Marketplace:  An Initiative for Achieving Carbon Neutral Local 
Government (Saturday Morning) 
The session will address how local governments can meet their carbon neutral commitments under 
the Climate Action Charter by directing their carbon offsetting dollars towards growing community 
green initiatives and the local low carbon economy.  The recent successful pilot of the Community 
Carbon Marketplace in the City of Duncan is examined as a model for meeting carbon neutral 
objectives in communities throughout BC’s Islands and Coastal communities. 
After a unanimous decision by Council on September 4, 2012, the City of Duncan has partnered with 
CEA as the first municipality to participate in a pilot to become carbon neutral by purchasing all of its 
carbon credits needs through the Community Carbon Marketplace from local organizations. 
 
The Community Carbon Marketplace (CCM) is a community-based carbon exchange initiative to 
enable local governments, businesses and individuals to meet carbon-neutral objectives by 
purchasing carbon offsets from community-based projects that reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) 
emissions and build community resilience.  By directing offsetting dollars back to the communities 
where they originate and monetizing locally-generated carbon credits, the CCM will create additional 
value for greenhouse gas reducing initiatives and create a multiplier effect that supports ongoing 
growth of the local low-carbon economy into the future. 
Presenters:  Brian Roberts, Executive Dirrector, CEA; Phil Kent, Mayor, City of Duncan; Peter de 
Verteuil, Director of Finance, City of Duncan 
 
The Natural City – A Sustainable Future for Cities and Towns (Sunday Morning) 
The Natural City is a comprehensive, highly integrated, visionary approach to planning future 
development for cities and towns. It begins with an examination of problems that have developed from 
sprawl and poorly managed growth and goes on to present a visionary approach to sustainable 
development and re-development for future communities. 
This approach is tightly woven around a hierarchical structure of priorities and principles. Central to 
the vision presented are three key priorities: Global Sustainability, Local Sustainability and Quality of 
Life and Place. Eleven principles essential to accomplishing these priorities are examined in detail as 
are planning processes necessary to implement the vision at both a regional and neighbourhood 
scale. The presentation also examines: methods to insure plans don’t become “shelf ware” as well as 
the role of local politicians and senior levels of government. The presentation concludes by providing 
a sample of an area ripe for re-development and a summary of the “need to act”. 
Presenter: Vic Derman, Saanich Councillor and CRD Director 
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Other Presentations and Concurrent Sessions 
 
Let’s Talk Finance 
Representatives from UBCM’s Select Committee on Local Government Finance, will lead a 
discussion aimed at informing the Committee’s thinking about the financial issues facing your 
communities.  We need your input about what you’re facing, where you think the Committee’s efforts 
could best be directed, and how it could be helpful to you and your community.  With a tight timeframe 
to make recommendations, we want you to help us focus on the things that matter most to local 
governments across BC. 
Presenters:  Saanich Mayor Frank Leonard and Dale Wall, Consultant 
 
More than Just a Pretty Beach 
The presentation is an introduction to the beach spawning habitats of important species of fish called 
“forage fish” as well as backshore habitats such as marine riparian vegetation which line many a 
beautiful shoreline property.  Critical shoreline fish habitats, such as these spawning beaches and the 
vegetative zone, are under increasing threat of development by seawalls, marinas, ports, and sea 
level rise.  Due the crucial role that these fish play in local marine food webs, the issue of protecting 
these shoreline habitats and conflicts with human activities is gaining more attention by local planners 
and marine conservationists. 
 
The presentation will include the issues of shoreline hardening (seawalls, riprap) along shoreline 
properties and the impacts on these habitats critical to nearshore ocean productivity.  Also, 
information about what communities are doing in their Official Community Plans in implementing 30 m 
buffer zones along the shoreline will also be discussed.  A brief introduction to shoreline erosion 
alternatives, such as “soft shores” initiatives, will be presented. 
Presenters:  Ramona C. de Graaf, Marine Biologist and Executive Director, Coastal Conservation 
Institute of BC and Ann Kjerulf, Planner with the Cowichan Valley Regional District 
 
World-Leading Spill Response – Are We Ready? 
Western Canada Marine Response Corporation (WCMRC) is the spill response organization certified 
by Transport Canada to be the responders to a marine oil spill anywhere along the 27,000 km of 
coastline of BC.  In the midst of the calls for a world-leading spill response, few people know that this 
organization exists and how we are prepared to meet the challenge of protecting our waters and 
shorelines. This presentation will introduce participants to WCMRC, describe our current state of 
preparedness and what we are doing to prepare in the event of an expansion of industry 
activities.  Discussion will centre on how best to work with local governments to further enhance our 
spill response capability. 
Presenters:   Scott Wright & Toni Frisby 
 
Fibre Supply and the Future of the BC Coastal Forest and Benefits of Community Forests 
This session will discuss the impact of the Mountain Pine Beetle in the Interior and the effects on 
coastal fibre supply and markets; the forecast for the coastal lumber industry given improving demand 
for the US, reduction of supply from the Interior and emerging demand from China and the Orient; the 
forecast for the pulp and paper industry on the coast given the shift to electronic media and 
competition in pulp markets from the southern Hemisphere; the forecast for coast logging given 
overseas demand for logs and regional demand for sawmills, veneer mills and pulp mills; and will talk 
about the path foreword for the big coastal companies in the forest industry. 
Presenter:  Murray Hall, Murray Hall Consulting Ltd.; Kevin Davie, President and Jack McLeman, 
Director, Alberni Valley Community Forest 
 
BC Hydro Operations and Planning 
From large-scale generation facilities to transmission and distribution lines, BC Hydro has operations 
in every coastal community. Senior leaders from BC Hydro’s South Coast operations will be providing 
a brief system overview and facilitate a discussion on how coastal communities and BC Hydro can 
work more closely to better to serve the residents and meet the growth in the region. 
Presenters:  Ted Olynyk, Mgr. Community Relations, Vancouver Island and Sunshine Coast; Klaus 
Kreye, Engineering Team Lead, Vancouver Island; and Don Fulcher, Line Mgr. South Island 
  
 
  



 

  

 
P 
R 
O 
G 
R 
A 
M 

Sea Level Rise (SLR) 
The session will provide an introduction to a number of topics including: climate changes, projections 
for SLR, Guidelines on Sea Dikes and Coastal Flood Hazard Land Use, the SLR Primer and costing 
for sea dikes and alternatives.  It will also introduce the new adaptation guide which provides practical 
on-the-ground adaptation solutions for local government elected officials and staff covering a wide 
range of topics including: OCP policies, zoning, liability, infrastructure, asset management, emergency 
planning, etc. 
Presenters:  Cathy Leblanc, Ministry of Community, Sport and Cultural Development and Tina Neale, 
A/Adaptation Specialist, Ministry of Environment 
 
Electronic Council and Board Agendas 
Karla Graham will talk about Electronic Council and Board Agendas and how to go about the process 
of implementing the paperless agenda.  She will also share with you some of the processes and 
challenges that she and her municipality encountered along the way, and hopefully dispel some myths 
and provide you with the information you’re looking for to assist you in making your decision if you are 
contemplating going this route. 
 
Topics to be covered include making the decision to go to the paperless agenda; logistics of 
accessing the agenda through the Internet; navigating through the agenda on the iPad; webcasting; 
cost savings – time and money; training; privacy and ability to expand the use of the electronic 
agenda on the iPad for other meetings. 
Presenter:  Karla Graham, Deputy City Clerk, City of North Vancouver 
 
The Place of Genetic Engineering in Agriculture 
The District of Metchosin is sponsoring a resolution on “Genetically Engineered (GE) Plants and 
Animals.”  Robert Wager and Dr. Thierry Vrain will each provide their perspectives on the topic 
followed by an opportunity to ask questions.  The following are the bios for the two speakers to 
provide some background: 
 

Robert Wager has a B.Sc in Microbiology and a M.Sc. in Biochemistry and Molecular 
Biology.  He has been teaching laboratory exercises in biochemistry and molecular biology at 
Vancouver Island University (formally Malaspina University College) for 17 years.  Robert got 
involved with GMO research in 2000 when it was clear the internet contained a great deal of 
misleading or false information.  He has written dozens of articles on GMO’s for the general 
public  and given dozens of public seminars to help explain this complex science. 
 
Dr. Thierry Vrain grew up and did his undergraduate studies in Plant Physiology in France 
before coming to Canada in 1971.  He graduated in 1977 with a PhD from North Carolina 
State University in Plant Pathology.  Dr. Vrain was a soil biologist and a genetic engineer for 
Agriculture Canada for 30 years.   He was the Head of the Biotechnology Department at the 
Summerland Research Centre, managing the research programs of 40 professional and 
technical employees from 1996 until 2002.   His responsibilities were varied:  providing 
leadership for national and international scientific committees and organizations to evaluate 
research proposals and scientists, educate and advise on scientific, organizational, and 
political issues; providing national and international scientific journals with reviews and 
editorial evaluations of scientific manuscripts; providing technical expertise to national and 
foreign governments to educate, evaluate, and advise on diagnostics and exclusion policies, 
and to Universities in Canada and abroad to educate students and staff, and supervise 
graduate research projects.  He has published the results of my collaborative work with 57 
researchers from 14 countries and US states, in 84 refereed publications, 7 book chapters, 
and 132 Abstracts and technical summaries. 

 
 


