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SECTION	1:	CRISIS	OVERVIEW	
Dr.	Richard	Stanwick	
Chief	Medical	Health	Officer	
Tara	Fitzgerald	
Director,	Special	Projects	in	Mental	Health	&	Substance	Use	



•  I	have	no	relevant	financial	rela'onships	with	
the	manufacturer(s)	of	any	commercial	
product(s)	and/or	provider(s)	of	commercial	
services	referenced	in	this	public	
presenta'on.	

•  I	will	not	present	an	unapproved	or	
inves'ga've	use	of	a	commercial	product	or	
device	in	this	presenta'on.	

DISCLOSURES	
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The	Paradox	of	Prohibi'on	



Leading	Cause	of	Unnatural	Deaths	

Leading Cause of Unnatural Deaths 

*2017	data	to	December	31,	2017	
*Source:	BC	Coroner’s	Service		



Opioid	Crisis	–	Why?	
Impact	of	Fentanyl		

	

*2017	data	up	to	October	31,	2017	
*Source:	BC	Coroner’s	Service		







Vancouver	Island	Stats	

Total	deaths	since	2015:	
	

BriOsh	Columbia: 	3,187	
Island	Health:	 	508	

Source:	BC	Coroner’s	Service		



Who	Is	Overdosing	
•  2/3	are	daily	users	and	have	history	of	use	
•  Most	are	between	the	ages	of	30	to	59	years	of	age	
•  81%	are	male	
•  10%	are	Indigenous	
•  Majority	are	using	alone	and	in	a	private	residence	
•  15%	thought	buying	a	sOmulant	



Ryan	



Nine	Overdose	PrevenOon	Services	

Stats	(as	of	March	31)	
•  Total	Visits:	101,273	
•  Unique	Users:	1,909	
•  Overdoses:	827	
•  Deaths:	0	



Cross-Sector,	Cross	ConOnuum		
Response	
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SECTION	2	–	LOCAL	GOVERNMENT	
ROLE		
Councillor	Alto,	Victoria	
Mayor	Ruban,	Port	Alberni		



Working	in	Partnership	
	

Creating		Supervised	Consumption	Services	in	Victoria	

20	AVICC	2018	malto	IH	CoV	



People	are	Dying	
Community	&	Social	Obligations	
*  Equality,	Dignity	&	Privacy	for	all	residents	
Financial	&	Management	Obligations	
*  Cost	savings	&	efficiency	–	cheaper	to	help	deliver	

preventative	v.	reactive	services	
Human	Rights	Obligations	
*  We	are	one	family	
*  No	one	needs	to	die	from	unsafe	drug	use	

City	doesn’t	deliver	health	services	–	
so	Why	Bother?	

21	AVICC	2018	malto	IH	CoV	



Broad	community	is	ready	–	business,	residents,	churches,	
service	providers,	service	users,	allies	
Council	has	‘caught	up’	–	2018	Strategic	Plan	‘Facilitate	Social	
Inclusion	&	Community	Wellness’	
Measureable	targets	
*  Supervised	consumption	services	in	more	than	1	location.	
*  Accessible	health	services	for	Victoria’s	most	marginalized	

people	=	enhanced	quality	of	life.	
	

	

Timing	is	Everything	

22	AVICC	2018	malto	IH	CoV	



Invitation	from	the	Mayor	
*  Police	Chief	
*  Island	Health’s	CEO	
*  Yes2SCS	

Nimble	Process	
*  Designed	in	collaboration	with	partners	
*  Learned	&	applied	lessons		
Clear	goal	
*  Embedded	services	in	wraparound	care	in	more	than	one	location	

City	as	Facilitator	

23	AVICC	2018	malto	IH	CoV	



*  Island	Health	
*  Victoria	Police	Department	
*  Peers	
*  Community	Activists	
*  Local	Businesses	
*  Community	Associations	
*  Interested	Residents	

Many	moving	parts	&	
interests	need	equal	number	
of	allies	
	
City	as	shield	in	the	face	of	
opposition	

Partners	Key	
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Pandora	Health	&	Wellness	Centre	opens	June	
Supervised	consumption	wrapped	in	complementary	health	
services	like	mental	health	services,	nursing	care,	addictions	
treatment	&	counselling	
Overdose	Prevention	Units	Remain	as	Needed	
Johnson	Street	Facility	–	embedded	in	supportive	housing	

Outcome	

25	AVICC	2018	malto	IH	CoV	



Port	Alberni	
Mayor	Ruban	



SECTION	3	–	SERVICE	PROVIDERS	
Wes	Heweb	
Port	Alberni	Shelter	Society		
Russ	Maynard	
PHS	Community	Services		



PORT	ALBERNI	OVERDOSE	PREVENTION	
SERVICE	

Wes	Heweb,	Port	Alberni	Shelter	Society		



What	makes	a	successful	Site?	



From	a	different	perspec've.		



AVOPIOIDDIALOGUE.COM	

•  Go	to	News	

•  Jon’s	Story	



PHS	COMMUNITY	SERVICES	
Russ	Maynard	







Douglas	St	Community	





Discussion	QuesOons	
1.  How	can	we	influence	the	way	media	and	

ci'zens	talk	about	drug	use	and	people	who	
use	drugs	in	our	communi'es?		

2.  How	well	do	people	in	your	community	
understand	the	issues	related	to	substance	
use	and	overdose?	How	could	you	promote	
dialogue	to	enhance	understanding?		



Thank	you	
•  Closing	remarks	
•  www.viha.ca/mho/overdose.htm	
•  www.stopoverdose.gov.bc.ca/		
	


