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What’s	in	the	Green	Shores	
document,	and	how	to	use	it	

* Green	Shores	is	an	
ecosystem-based	
approach,	not	a	regulation-
based	approach	
* A	combination	of	planning,	
regulatory	and	policy	tools	
can	be	used	to	implement	
Green	Shores	



Green	Shores	advantages	

* Green	Shores	(SCBC)	
and	partners	have	
developed	
substantial,	science-
based	content	
* Many	BC	examples	
to	draw	upon	



Shoreline	classification	

*  Provides	basis	for	
developing	policies	and	
management	objectives	
*  Different	approaches:	
*  Shoreline	use	(Salt	Spring	

Is.)	
*  Biophysical	characteristics	

(Metchosin)	
*  Ecological	sensitivity/

productivity	(Victoria)	



Official	community	plans	

*  Opportunity	to	describe	shoreline	
objectives,	in	context	of	longer	
term	planning	
*  Protection/remediation	priorities	
*  Public	access	
*  Identify	studies	needed	
*  Resilience	(erosion,	climate	change)	
*  “The	shore	zone	must	be	
recognized	as	a	finite	resource”	(RD	
Nanaimo	OCP)	



OCP	–	climate	change	policies	

*  “To	support	climate	
resilience	in	shoreline	areas,	
opportunities	to	protect	and	
restore	coastal	ecosystems	
that	can	buffer	waterfront	
areas	from	rising	sea	levels	
and	storm	surge	should	be	
considered	in	development	
and	redevelopment	
applications.”	(example)	



Development	permit	areas	

*  Environment	+	natural	
hazards	
*  Protecting	marine	&	
shoreline	habitat	
*  Shoreline	
modifications	
*  Shoreline	
stabilization	
*  Docks	&	piers	
*  Subdivision	
development	
*  Public	access	



Zoning	

*  Requirements	apply	
everywhere	within	a	zone,	
no	need	for	permitting	
*  Setbacks	–	apply	to	
structures,	but	don’t	protect	
vegetation	in	the	setbacks	
*  Reminder:	can	define	uses	
out	to	municipal	water	
boundary	
*  Examples:	Salt	Spring	Island,	
Lasqueti	Island	Land	Use	
Bylaws	



Recap	–	Green	Shores	guidance	

*  See	Appendix	A	of	the	
resource	for	excerpts	
from	OCPs	and	bylaws	
*  Use	a	combination	of	
planning,	policy	and	
regulation	
*  Collect	and	use	data	
about	shorelines	
*  Green	Shores	has	done	
the	legwork	re:	criteria	
and	guidelines!	
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Coastal	jurisdiction	
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FEDERAL

Land Act (tenures + leases)
Land Title Act
Wildlife Act (Wildlife Mgmt Areas)
Heritage Cons Act
Dike Maintenance Act
Protected areas legislation
Env  Mgmt Act
Env Assessment Act 
Local Government Act

Fisheries Act 
Oceans Act
Cda Marine Act
Cda Natl Parks Act
Cda Wildlife Act

Cdn Env Assessment Act 2012
Cda Env Protection Act
Migratory Birds Conv Act
Species at Risk Act

Ownership of the bed of Georgia Strait
Env Mgmt Act
Env Assessment Act
Land Title Act
Protected areas legislation

Fisheries Act
Oceans Act
Cda Shipping Act
Cda Marine Act
Cda Natl Parks Act
Cda Wildlife Act

Cdn Env Assessment Act 2012
Migratory Birds Conv Act
Natl Marine Cons Areas Act
Navigation Prot Act
Species at Risk Act

SHIPPING
SEWAGE
OUTFALL

MARINAS

RECREATION

PORTS
COMMERCIAL/
RESIDENTIALTREATY LANDS PARKS

RESERVE LANDS

FIRST NATIONS 
(Traditional Territories and Indigenous Law)

CREEKS

ESTUARIES

Indigenous Law 
Treaties 

Constitution Act, s.35

SHELLFISH FORAGE FISH 

SHORE 
BIRDS

Indigenous Law 
Treaties 

Constitution Act, s.35

FISHING

MARINE 
SPECIES

EELGRASS
CULTURAL/SPIRITUAL 

ACTIVITIESTRANSPORTATION

CULTURAL/
SPIRITUAL 
ACTIVITIES

PROVINCIALPROVINCIAL
(and           Municipal)

Zoning & permits
Lease or license of occupation (from Crown)

Liquid Waste Mgmt Plans (discharge & env monitoring)
Lease or license of occupation (from Crown)
Zoning (to municipal boundary)

            high water mark

          low water mark

 WHY WE NEED TO WORK TOGETHER TO MANAGE OUR COASTLINE

Jurisdiction in Coastal BC

This descriptive material is provided by West Coast Environmental Law Association for information purposes only. It is not legal advice. Version 1, October 2016.

Available	online	at:	https://www.wcel.org/
publication/infographic-jurisdiction-coastal-bc		





Thank	you.	
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