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1. Introduction

In January 1997, the Union of British Columbia Municipalities (UBCM) and the First Nations Summit 
(FNS) jointly organized the first province-wide Community to Community (C2C) Forum. This event 
brought together First Nations and local governments from across BC to discuss common goals and 
opportunities for joint action. The success of the event was due to a spirit of goodwill and an open 
exchange of concerns, ideas, and constructive viewpoints. There was consensus among the 
participants that regional C2C Forums should be supported. 

In most years since 1999, the provincial Ministry of Municipal Affairs & Housing and Indigenous 
Services Canada have provided funding for the C2C program. In this time, more than 650 C2C 
Forums have been held in communities across the province. 

Regional C2C Forum Grant Program 

The goal of a Regional C2C Forum is increased understanding and improved overall relations 
between First Nations and local governments. Forum events are intended to provide a time and 
place for dialogue to build on opportunities, support reconciliation efforts, resolve issues of common 
responsibility, interest or concern, and/or to advance tangible outcomes. 

To qualify for funding, C2C Forums must include direct dialogue between elected officials and/or 
senior staff of neighbouring First Nations and local governments and work toward one or more of 
the following objectives: 

• Strengthening relationships and fostering future co-operative action by building stronger links
between First Nation and local government elected officials and senior staff

• Advancing First Nations and local governments to more formal relationships through
protocols, MOUs, service agreements and/or collaboration on plans or projects

• Supporting local reconciliation efforts and shared capacity building

• Developing or improving coordinated approaches to emergency preparation, mitigation,
response and recovery

2. Eligible Applicants

Funding permitting, any local government (municipality or regional district) or First Nation (Treaty 
First Nation, Band, Tribal Council or National Government) may apply to host a Regional C2C 
Forum. First time and repeat applicants (i.e. those who received funding in previous years) are 
eligible. 

Eligible applicants may submit one application per intake. 
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