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Overview
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• Ministry structure
• Indigenous People in BC
• Ministry approach to 

Reconciliation
o Update on Declaration Act, 

Action items
• Local Government Role
• Tools and Partnerships
• Resources
• Discussion



Ministry Structure



Local – Provincial Relations

• Community Charter 
• Local Government Act



Indigenous People in BC
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• Population 270,000
• First Nations, Metis 

and Inuit
• Diverse
• Sophisticated 

cultures, relationships 
• Few Treaties



Approach to Reconciliation

• As per TRC Calls to Action # 57 – building staff capacity

• From our Service Plan: Consistent with the Declaration on the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples Act (Declaration Act) as the Province’s framework 
for reconciliation, support local governments in building respectful 
relationships and fostering meaningful and lasting reconciliation with 
First Nations. As part of this, collaborate with UBCM on providing advice 
to local governments. Under the Declaration Act, continue to meet, 
engage and collaborate with First Nation communities and Indigenous 
partners and organizations.



Building Staff Capacity

• !0 Principles Committee reports to 
ADM
• Intranet site with staff resources
• Annual budget approved by Ministry 

Executive for training and learning 
events
• Annual Learning Calendar (to 

coordinate activities for Red Dress 
Day; Moose Hide Campaign; National 
Indigenous Peoples Day and the 
National Day for Truth and 
Reconciliation. 
• Indigenous Reads Book Collection 

accessible across the Ministry



Action plan

Items directly referencing local governments:

• 1.11 Support inclusive regional governance by advancing First 
Nations participation in regional district boards. 
• This Action was first raised by UBCM membership

• 4.27 Review the principles and processes that guide the naming of 
municipalities and regional districts and evolve practices to foster 
reconciliation in local processes. 



• 5-year timeline
• Research 
• Engagement
• Working with regions –

ACRD, CCRD, RDN, 
CRD, RDCO

• BC First Nations 
Summit

Inclusive Regional Governance



Naming of Local Governments



Daajing Giids Celebration



Local Government Role

•Relationship Building
•Policy, program 
alignment
• TRC Calls to Action
•Articles of the UN 

Declaration
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Model for Local Governments
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Supports for Local Government



Resources
Declaration Act

• Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 
Act

• Declaration Act Action Plan

• Local Government Fact sheet on the Declaration 
Act

• UBCM Draft Action Plan Submission

Pathways to Success
• MOU: Engagement with UBCM and Local 

Governments on Treaty Agreements, Non-Treaty 
Agreements and Indigenous Initiatives

• Joint Indigenous and Local Government 
Initiatives and Relations collection

• Pathways to Collaboration

• Community to Community Forum (C2C)

Research

• Contacts for First Nation Consultation Areas

• BC Treaty Annual Reports
• Provincial Agreements with First Nations (A to 

Z)
• MUNI Local Government and First Nations 

Relations Webpage (Guides found here)

• Interactive Guide to Building Relationships with 
First Nations

• Interim Approach to Implementing the 
Requirements of Section 3 of the DRIPA

• Union of BC Indian Chiefs
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https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/governments/indigenous-people/new-relationship/united-nations-declaration-on-the-rights-of-indigenous-peoples
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/governments/indigenous-people/new-relationship/united-nations-declaration-on-the-rights-of-indigenous-peoples
https://declaration.gov.bc.ca/
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/british-columbians-our-governments/indigenous-people/aboriginal-peoples-documents/bc_declaration_act-factsheet-local_government.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/british-columbians-our-governments/indigenous-people/aboriginal-peoples-documents/bc_declaration_act-factsheet-local_government.pdf
https://www.ubcm.ca/sites/default/files/2021-08/DRIPA%20Action%20Plan%20Submission.%20Jul%2030.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/environment/natural-resource-stewardship/consulting-with-first-nations/agreements/mirr_-_ubcm_mou_2021_-_signed.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/environment/natural-resource-stewardship/consulting-with-first-nations/agreements/mirr_-_ubcm_mou_2021_-_signed.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/environment/natural-resource-stewardship/consulting-with-first-nations/agreements/mirr_-_ubcm_mou_2021_-_signed.pdf
https://www.civicinfo.bc.ca/first-nation-relationship-resources.php
https://www.civicinfo.bc.ca/first-nation-relationship-resources.php
https://www.ubcm.ca/EN/main/resolutions/policy-areas/first-nations-relations/pathways-to-collaboration.html
https://www.ubcm.ca/EN/main/funding/lgps/community-to-community-forum.html
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/data/geographic-data-services/land-use/contacts-for-first-nation-consultation-areas
http://www.bctreaty.ca/annual-reports
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/natural-resource-stewardship/consulting-with-first-nations/first-nations-negotiations/first-nations-a-z-listing
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/natural-resource-stewardship/consulting-with-first-nations/first-nations-negotiations/first-nations-a-z-listing
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/governments/local-governments/governance-powers/collaborating-building-relationships/relations
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/governments/local-governments/governance-powers/collaborating-building-relationships/relations
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/natural-resource-stewardship/consulting-with-first-nations
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/natural-resource-stewardship/consulting-with-first-nations
https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2022IRR0061-001581
https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2022IRR0061-001581
https://www.ubcic.bc.ca/
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Local Government Division
Governance and Structure Branch

Ministry of Municipal Affairs

Brent Mueller, Director of Governance Relations
Brent.Mueller@gov.bc.ca

(778) 698-3220

Dianna Porter, Senior Program Analyst
Dianna.Porter@gov.bc.ca

(778) 698-3213

Contact Information

mailto:Brent.Mueller@gov.bc.ca
mailto:Dianna.Porter@gov.bc.ca
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Reconcili-Action


