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Vancouver Island & Coastal Communities
Climate Leadership (VICC-CL) Committee

Vancouver Island & Coastal Communities

Territorial Analysis and Surv: J— ' (VICC) 2024 Virtual Climate Summit
‘ November 6™
Resilience Summit

Vancouver Island and 2020 % o Outcomes
Coastal Communities 2020
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VICC CLP Indi genous We respectfully acknowledge that the Vancouver Island and Coastal Communities Region is located upon the traditional unceded
ies y eren i S De s " eft eir stew ship of thes: s since o .
Engagement Summary territories of many different Indigenous peoples, and we are grateful for their stewardship of these lands since time immemorial

Report

= PICS @ University
!//'/:7: S of Victorla viceelp.com



VICC CLIMATE SUMMIT
Current Focus Areas:

What emerging actions/policies are
being taken or could be taken?

What are the opportunities for
collaborating inter-regionally?

What is challenging that could
benefit from coordinated advocacy?



Issue =~ | Theme Area = |What type of Action =
Adoption of provincial Property Assessed

Clean Energy (PACE) Program Buildings Advocacy

Share lessons learned on retrofit support

programs Buildings Information sharing
Share learnings about finance levers to

support retrofits Buildings Information sharing
Share lessons learned on Zero Carbon

Step Code (ZCSC) Buildings Information sharing
Align ZCSC communications regionally Buildings Collaborate
Inter-regional working group with BC

Hydro on energy generation Buildings Collaborate

Issue -

Theme Area -

What type of Action

Increase transit funding & support for

inter-community transit Transportation |Advocacy
Coordinate interagency working group to

advocate for system shift Transportation |Advocacy
MOTI change including better active

transportation support in rural areas Transportation |Advocacy
Share data and learnings about data

tracking programs for active transportation | Transportation |Collaborate
Shared learning about co-benefits and

using language that resonates with key

audiences Transportation |Collaborate




Issue =

Theme Area —

What type of Action

i-l:llcrea'_-:.éd fur.lding'tu ﬁmtéct criﬁi:al
watershed lands in Esquimalt & Nanaimo

Land & water

(E&N) Land Grant resiliency Advocacy
Increased regulation, oversight and

enforcement on forestry management Land & water

practices affecting watersheds resiliency Advocacy
Shared comms materials related to water |Land & water

sustainability resiliency Collaborate
Work with health authorities on Land & water

studies/data needs resiliency Collaborate

Increase internal and community
understanding of issues and related

Land & water

legislation resiliency Information sharing
Learn: how can we learn about resource |Land & water
management from Indigenous practices? |resilienc Information sharing

Issue =

Theme Area —

What type of Action

Share learnings & resources related to
water conservation and initiatives to

improve food security within RD's Food security |Collaborate
Advocate for watershed based

governance model to support food

security Food security |Advocacy

Share learnings to support duplication of
Tahsis food program in other communities

Food security

Information sharing

Review bylaws and policies that support
residential food production

Food security

Information sharing

Engage with farmers & build on existing
initiatives (Agricultural Adaptation Plan)

Food security

Collaborate




When focus on emergency
preparedness & adaptation

Collaborating with Island Health

on C%te Resilience and | = =
Community Health A

Paivi Abernethy, PhD MRes MSc

Senior Scientist, Climate Change & Planetary Health
Health Protection & Healthy Communities, Population & Public Health, Island Health

§=2 As an uninvited guest, | am deeply grateful for the kind and generous hospitality of
the Snuneymuxw People, on whose unceded lands | reside.
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WATERSHED SECURITY: The Missing Piece In
BC’s Economic and Climate Resilience

AVICC April 12, 2025
COREE TULL

BC Water Legacy, Director Government Relations

BC Watershed Security Coalition, Chair

coree@bcwaterlegacy.ca 778-846-9050
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What Is Watershed Security?

Safe Drinking Water Food Security
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Reduced Business Risk Jobs & Transition Community Well-Being
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Insured damage from

e o October storms in Southern
BC Watersheds Cycle of Crisis scsuessii0mior

Village o cide in fifth month
of state of emergency because of

drought

MecBride Mayor Eugene Runtz said there is a major concern

that the community of close to 700 people could run out of M-Tv-" I

drinking water.

Tittany Crawford

Published Jan 10, 2024

COWICHAN VALLEY

NEWS

Snowpack drops low on Vancouver Island as Victoria ' ,
nears record January dry streak . RSl n
&Z.ML‘W‘QN' January 27. 2025 748 an CO]]]]]I l.ﬁeshitbyzomﬂ i deniedrecov

funding: mayors

No reason given why Merritt and Princeton's applications for funding were denied,
mayors say

CBC News - Posted: Jun 01, 2024 5:00 AM PDT | Last Updated: June 1

- Harrlson mayor declares state of local
emergency

| Wood blames s::ouncll 5 1na¢tl-urf to address vnfdﬁre dangers

210-0: report

- flooding by 2100

Darran Kloster
Jull 20, BOE3 535 AM

'We are subsisting on fog and dew:’
Tofino faces a water crisis

Oundoor water use is banned, and a packed town hall meeting Tussday night was told
that if the drought persists in Tofing, more drastic measures will be on the table

GREATER VERNON WATER AT RISK By Elizabeth McShetfrey + Global Mews

Funds needed for continued
0006ec watershed protection projects

LS. organization's data predicts at least 325,000 Canadians will be at risk of annual

as Sunshine Coast prepares for drought

Posted June 2, 2073 837 pm - Updated June 3, 2023 5:100am

VANCOUVER SIN
Opindan /| Op-Ed

Opinion: B.C. watershed security
crisis a test of Premier Eby's
leadership

Opinion: If decisive action isn't taken now, costs and conyflict
will keep rigsing. Farms, towns, fish, and businesses will fight
Sfor the last drops of water

Ciilver M. Brareies, Rosie Simas, Tim Maoris

Putdiahesd Sep 07, 2023 - Last updated Sep 08, 2023 - 4 minute read

British Columbia

Snowpack levels across BC. averaging 56 per cent
of normal this January: province

15 BL. snow stathons measwred record low snowpack at the beginning of the manth,

previncial data shows

Prolonged Droughts Increase Need for

Flond ﬂskmLuwer Mainland will i.ntens:.fyb}r Drinking Water Resiliency




Healthy Watersheds: Affordable
Housin
A Foundation For BC’'s Economy y

BC Watersheds
Are Economic
Engines

2.2k
INDIRECT &

INDUCED.

Technology &
Provincial & Information

Education, Federal

Watershed o
s e Cto r Tgai 3 ia r::?t y& 28?/;’;’:‘_:2’:‘? Government

Stewardship Management

A2

Industrial Agricultural Bukding Constructi
s Watershed & \Water ‘ ohsiruction
Municipat Wastewater Stewardship
Watershed & Manaaement !
Watershed Wastewater 9 Manufacturing
Oil & Gas

‘ @ Hydropower
O Q Mining Pulp & Paper I S t
Breweries & Wineries

Agriculture & Food Production Ec o n o m i c
@ Tourism & Recreation ACt Iv I t I es

SOURCE: WORKING FOR WATERSHEDS INITIATIVE




Province-wide System of ool R e O &

LOCAL WATERSHED BOARDS | sl wmsnssb qARD@

Watershed Board Community Table

shared authorit no authorit ) e e )

Y Y Establish priorities & drive
long-term temporary integrated & targeted actions
legal entity informal
. . . Foster social cohesion &

dedicated staffing low capacity .
reduce local conflict
base funding short-term funds

“The system that works the best...
where community gets together

around a table, Indigenous 74% of British Columbians
leadership, local government support the creation of

leadership, business leadership,Key
stakeholders...facilitate conversations local Watershed Boards to

in communities around land use at a

Advance reconciliation through
shared decision-making

give people more say in
watershed level to make watershed decisions.
sure management is more integrated

and coordinated and community is Watershed Security in BC:
working to identify best priorities” Public Opinion Results

Economic hubs that deliver
positive outcomes at lower costs



https://watershedsecurity.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/2024-Freshwater-Insights-Poll-Final.pdf
https://watershedsecurity.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/2024-Freshwater-Insights-Poll-Final.pdf

Watershed Security Investment Gap

. 8 in 10 British $75
BC Watershed Security Fund Columbians believe “BC Million
$100 million endowment = $3-$5M needs to make major Annually
investments in BC's

Annually

watershed security.” Watersheds

Investment Gap: $70Million Annual

UBCM Support for Watershed Security Fund British Columbians back a $2 billion

Watershed Security Fund by a five-to-

“UBCM requests that the Province create a dedicated, .
one margin

sustainable, annual funding source for the Watershed
Security Fund that provides $75 million annually.”

Passed UBCM 2021 Two-to-one majority would like to see
. _ o industrial water use fees and pollution
“UBCM requests the Province of BC build on their initial fines dedicated to the Watershed

investment in the BC Watershed Security Fund to create a . .
dedicated, sustainable, annual funding source that Secur'ty Fund rather than directed to

provides 100 million annually for community driven government general revenue.

watershed security initiatives”. Watershed Security in BC: Public Opinion
Passed UBCM 2024 Results
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Local Collaboration on
Climate Initiatives

Michelle Staples,
Mayor of Duncan







Contact:

CaroleAnn Leishman

Climate Leaders Program Manager, CEA
cleishman@communityenergy.ca
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