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What Is Watershed Security?
Climate Resilience Safe Drinking Water Food Security

Reduced Business Risk Jobs & Transition Community Well-Being

Indigenous Rights & Reconciliation



BC Watersheds Cycle of Crisis



Healthy Watersheds: 
A Foundation For BC’s Economy

BC Watersheds
Are Economic 
Engines

SOURCE: WORKING FOR WATERSHEDS INITIATIVE
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74% of British Columbians 
support the creation of 
local Watershed Boards to 
give people more say in 
watershed decisions.

Watershed Security in BC: 
Public Opinion Results

Establish priorities & drive 

integrated & targeted actions 
System of 

Watershed Boards
Foster social cohesion & 
reduce local conflict

Advance reconciliation through 
shared decision-making

Economic hubs that deliver 
positive outcomes at lower costs

Key Benefits of 
WATERSHED BOARDS

Province-wide System of 
LOCAL WATERSHED BOARDS

Watershed Board Community Table

shared authority no authority

long-term temporary

legal entity informal

dedicated staffing low capacity

base funding short-term funds

“The system that works the best… 
where community gets together 
around a table, Indigenous 
leadership, local government 
leadership, business leadership,Key 
stakeholders…facilitate conversations 
in communities around land use at a 
watershed level to make 
sure management is more integrated 
and coordinated and community is 
working to identify best priorities”  

Premier Eby, Town Hall, Oct 20, 2023

https://watershedsecurity.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/2024-Freshwater-Insights-Poll-Final.pdf
https://watershedsecurity.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/2024-Freshwater-Insights-Poll-Final.pdf


Watershed Security Investment Gap

BC Watershed Security Fund

$100 million endowment = $3-$5M 
Annually

Investment Gap: $70Million Annual
UBCM Support for Watershed Security Fund 

“UBCM requests that the Province create a dedicated, 
sustainable, annual funding source for the Watershed 
Security Fund that provides $75 million annually.” 
Passed UBCM 2021

“ UBCM requests the Province of BC build on their initial 
investment in the BC Watershed Security Fund to create a 
dedicated, sustainable, annual funding source that 
provides 100 million annually for community driven 
watershed security initiatives”. 
Passed UBCM 2024

British Columbians back a $2 billion 
Watershed Security Fund by a five-to-
one margin

Two-to-one majority would like to see 
industrial water use fees and pollution 
fines dedicated to the Watershed 
Security Fund rather than directed to 
government general revenue.

8 in 10 British 
Columbians believe “BC 
needs to make major 
investments in 
watershed security.”

Watershed Security in BC: Public Opinion 
Results



Thank You

BCWF Wetlands Workforce



Local Collaboration on 
Climate Initiatives
Michelle Staples,
Mayor of Duncan



Q&A



Contact:

CaroleAnn Leishman

Climate Leaders Program Manager, CEA
cleishman@communityenergy.ca


	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11: What Is Watershed Security?
	Slide 12: BC Watersheds Cycle of Crisis
	Slide 13: Healthy Watersheds:  A Foundation For BC’s Economy 
	Slide 14: Establish priorities & drive integrated & targeted actions   System of  Watershed Boards   
	Slide 15: Watershed Security Investment Gap  
	Slide 16: Thank You
	Slide 17: Local Collaboration on Climate Initiatives
	Slide 18
	Slide 19

