June 20, 2025

The Honourable Bowinn Ma, MLA
Minister of Infrastructure
Parliament Buildings

Victoria, BC V8V 1X4

Sent via email: INF.Minister@gov.bc.ca

Dear Minister Ma,

The Association of Vancouver Island and Coastal Communities (AVICC) is the Union of BC
Municipalities (UBCM) area association representing the interests of local governments
and member First Nations in the British Columbia region of Vancouver Island, gathet, the
Sunshine Coast, Central Coast and North Coast.

After consideration at the AVICC Annual Convention in April 2025, AVICC members
endorsed a resolution, sponsored by the District of Port Hardy, that is of interest to your
Ministry. The resolution and background information are enclosed for your review and
attention. Since this resolution is regional in nature, it will not be forwarded to UBCM for
consideration at the UBCM Convention in September:

AVICC Regional Resolution R3 — Power Supply Investment North Island

The North Island region of British Columbia has been grappling with significant power
supply challenges that impact the reliability of electricity for residents and the potential
for economic growth. Over the years, the area has experienced notable power outages,
underscoring the need for infrastructure improvements. This resolution requests that the
Province commit the power supply infrastructure on the North Island, including those
communities North of Campbell River, ensuring sustainable and reliable energy delivery
that supports economic growth, green energy projects, and the region’s transition to a
diverse and resilient economy.

AVICC urges the Province to commit to upgrading the power supply infrastructure on
the North Island, including those communities North of Campbell River, ensuring
sustainable and reliable energy delivery that supports economic growth, green energy
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projects, and the region’s transition to a diverse and resilient economy. We respectfully
request your comments on this matter.

If you have any questions, or require further information, please contact Theresa
Dennison, AVICC Executive Director, at 236-237-1202 or at tdennison@avicc.ca.

Sincerely,

President Ben Geselbracht, AVICC
Councillor, City of Nanaimo

cc:  Hon. Adrian Dix, Minister of Energy and Climate Solutions
Hon. Brittny Anderson, Minister of State for Local Governments and Rural Communities
MLA Steve Morissette, Parliamentary Secretary for Rural Development
Mayor Pat Corbett-Labatt, District of Port Hardy
Heather Nelson-Smith, Chief Administrative Officer, District of Port Hardy
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LIVE THE ADVENTURE

POWER SUPPLY INVESTMENT NORTH ISLAND

Whereas reliable and sustainable power supply is critical to supporting economic
diversification, enhancing infrastructure, and ensuring the growth of rural communities in
the North Island (North of Campbell River);

Whereas increased power capacity will support economic investment in industries
transitioning to sustainable practices, such as aquaculture, mining exploration, and other
economic investment, while encouraging the development of green energy projects in the
region;

Therefore, be it resolved that the Association of Vancouver Island and Coastal
Communities requests that the Provincial Government commit to upgrading the power
supply infrastructure on the North Island, including those communities North of Campbell
River, ensuring sustainable and reliable energy delivery that supports economic growth,
green energy projects, and the region’s transition to a diverse and resilient economy.



DISTRICT OF PORT HARDY — 2025 AVICC RESOLUTION
POWER SUPPLY INVESTMENT NORTH ISLAND

BACKGROUND

The North Island region of British Columbia has been grappling with significant power
supply challenges that impact the reliability of electricity for residents and the potential
for economic growth. Over the years, the area has experienced notable power outages,
underscoring the need for infrastructure improvements.

Capacity Constraints and Economic Growth

The existing power infrastructure in the North Island faces challenges in meeting the
region's growing energy demands. As industries such as aquaculture transition to more
sustainable practices and mining exploration activities expand, the demand for reliable
and increased power supply becomes critical. However, the region may struggle to
support these economic developments without significant investments to upgrade and
expand the electricity grid.

In July 2024, BC Hydro announced plans to invest over $3 billion in capital projects on
Vancouver Island over the next decade to upgrade and expand the electricity grid.
BC Gov News

While this investment is a positive step, the specific allocation of funds and the timeline
for improvements in the North Island region remain concerns.

Green Energy Initiatives

To address both the reliability of the power supply and environmental considerations, the
provincial government has selected nine wind energy projects. These projects are
expected to provide nearly 5,000 gigawatt hours per year of electricity by 2031, boosting
BC Hydro's supply by 8%.

BC Gov News

Integrating such green energy projects is essential for the North Island to diversify its
energy sources and reduce dependence on traditional power infrastructure.

Conclusion

The North Island's power supply challenges are multifaceted, involving the need for
immediate infrastructure improvements to prevent outages and strategic investments to
support future economic growth. Emphasizing green energy projects will enhance
reliability and align with broader environmental goals, allowing the region to diversify and
thrive in a changing financial landscape.
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